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TO OUR GUESTS:  WELCOME! 
 

May the God who led you here today refresh you with his grace 
and peace in Christ Jesus as you spend this hour with us.  We’re 
glad you’re here. 

 

Some helpful things to know 

 Let us know that you were here.  You’ll 

find a visitor’s card in the pew rack that you can fill 
out and either hand to an usher or drop in the 
offering plate. 
 

 Restless children?  Nursery care is available during the 

late Sunday morning services.  We also have a room where 
parents can tend to little ones while watching and listening to the 
service.  Ask an usher for directions. 
 

 Large print bulletins and personal audio receivers 

are available at Sunday services for any who may find them 
helpful.  Don’t hesitate to ask an usher.    
 

 May you commune at Messiah?  Yes, if you’re a 

baptized communicant elsewhere and are able to respond with 
joyful confidence when Christ invites you to meet him in the 
sacrament here.  As he says of the bread, “This is my body,” and 
of the cup, “This is my blood”; and of both he says, “given and 
shed for you.” 
 

 Our communion procedures:  the sacrament is 

distributed at the head of the aisle. Come forward as the usher 
directs.  For receiving the wine, two cups are available, one to 
drink from and a second to dip the host in. Follow your 
preference.  If you choose not to commune but would like even 
so to receive a blessing, approach the pastor or assisting minister 
with your arms crossed. For a gluten-free host, quietly ask the 
pastor. 
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FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
DECEMBER 23, 8:30 & 11 AM 

 

The congregation is invited to participate at the places marked with bold type 
 

WE PREPARE FOR GOD’S GIFTS… 
 

Music and Quiet “Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates,” 
James Biery 

Asking God’s Forgiveness 
Stand 

In the name of the Father, and the +  Son, and of the Holy Spirt. 
Amen. 

A voice cries in the wilderness, “Prepare the way of the Lord!  Make his 
paths straight!”  Brothers and sisters, let us confess our sin in the 
presence of God and of one another 
 

Silence is kept for reflection 

 

Gracious God, 

We confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves.  
We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we 
have done and by what we have left undone.  We have not loved you 
with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  
For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.  Forgive us, 
renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in 
your ways, to the glory of your holy name.  Amen 

Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for his 
sake, forgives us all our sins.  As a called and ordained minister of the 
Church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the 
entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the 
Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen.   

 

Opening Hymn “Awake! Awake, and Greet the New Morn,” #242 
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Greeting 
  

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion 
of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 

Kyrie 
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GOD’S WORD 

Today’s Prayer 
 

Let us pray. Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. With your 
abundant grace and might, free us from the sin that binds us, that we 
may receive you in joy and serve you always, for you live and reign with 
the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 
 

Lighting an Advent Candle 
 

Today’s Advent Word:  Behold 
 

Blessed are you, O Lord our God, ruler of the universe. 
In your Son, Emmanuel, 
you have shown us your light 
and saved us from the power of sin. 
Bless us as we light the candles on this wreath. 
Increase our longing for your presence, 
that at the celebration of your Son’s birth 
his Spirit might dwell anew in our midst, 
for he is our light and our salvation. 
Blessed be God forever.  Amen.  

 
Response 
 

Oh, come, O Key of David, come, 
And open wide our heav’nly home; 
Make safe the way that leads on high, 
And close the path to misery. 
Rejoice!  Rejoice! Emmanuel 
Shall come to you, O Israel. 
 

Sit 
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From the Old Testament Micah 5:2-5a 
2But you, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah, who are one of the little clans of 
Judah, from you shall come forth for me one who is to rule in Israel, 
whose origin is from of old, from ancient days. 3Therefore he shall give 
them up until the time when she who is in labor has brought forth; then 
the rest of his kindred shall return to the people of Israel. 4And he shall 
stand and feed his flock in the strength of the LORD, in the majesty of 
the name of the LORD his God. And they shall live secure, for now he 
shall be great to the ends of the earth; 5aand he shall be the one of 
peace.  
 The Word of the Lord.   

Thanks be to God. 
  

Mary’s Song, from Luke 1:46b-55 
“My Soul Proclaims Your 

Greatness,”#251 
 

Sung by all 
 

From a New Testament letter Hebrews 10:5-10 
5Consequently, when Christ came into the world, he said, “Sacrifices and 
offerings you have not desired, but a body you have prepared for me; 
6in burnt offerings and sin offerings you have taken no pleasure. 7Then I 
said, ‘See, God, I have come to do your will, O God’ (in the scroll of the 
book it is written of me).” 8When he said above, “You have neither 
desired nor taken pleasure in sacrifices and offerings and burnt 
offerings and sin offerings” (these are offered according to the 
law), 9then he added, “See, I have come to do your will.” He abolishes 
the first in order to establish the second. 10And it is by God’s will that we 
have been sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ 
once for all. 

The Word of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God. 
 

From one of the four Gospels Luke 1:39-45 

Gospel Acclamation  
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The Holy Gospel is recorded in the 1st  chapter of St. Luke. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 

39In those days Mary set out and went with haste to a Judean town in 
the hill country, 40where she entered the house of Zechariah and 
greeted Elizabeth. 41When Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the child 
leaped in her womb. And Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit 42and 
exclaimed with a loud cry, “Blessed are you among women, and blessed 
is the fruit of your womb. 43And why has this happened to me, that the 
mother of my Lord comes to me? 44For as soon as I heard the sound of 
your greeting, the child in my womb leaped for joy. 45And blessed is she 
who believed that there would be a fulfillment of what was spoken to 
her by the Lord.” 

The Gospel of the Lord.  
 Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
Sit 

God’s Word for Today Pastor Bridger 

Stand 

Hymn for Today “Savior of the Nations, Come,” #263 
(Hymn of the Month) 

 

Confessing our Faith 
 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and 
earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.  
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We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally 
begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from 
true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father.  Through 
him all things were made.  For us and for our salvation he came down 
from heaven; by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate 
from the virgin Mary, and was made man.  For our sake he was 
crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried.  On 
the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he 
ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  He 
will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his 
kingdom will have no end.  
 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds 
from the Father and the Son.  With the Father and the Son he is 
worshiped and glorified.  He has spoken through the prophets.  We 
believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.  We acknowledge 
one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  We look for the resurrection 
of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 

Offering our Prayers 

After each portion of the prayers: 
 

Stir up your power, O Lord. . .  
. . . And show us the glory of Christ. 

 

Sharing Christ’s peace 
The peace of the Lord be with you. 
And also with you.   

 
Greet those around you with these or similar words 

Sit 
 

Gathering Our Gifts “The Angel Gabriel from Heaven Came,” 
 Paul Manz 

 
Stand 
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The Gifts Are Presented “Come, Ye Thankful People 
Come,” #693, stanza 4 

 

Even so, Lord, quickly come 
To your final harvest home. 
Gather all your people in, 
Free from sorrow, free from sin, 
There, forever purified, 
In your garner to abide. 
Come, with all your angels, come, 
Raise the glorious harvest home! 

 
God of abundance, 
You have blessed us with these gifts. Grant us patience and hope as 
we commit them to your service for the care and redemption of all 
that you have made; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

CHRIST, OUR FOOD AND DRINK 
 

Preparing our hearts The Lord be with you. 

 

 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy. . .we praise your name and 
join their unending hymn:  
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Prayer of Consecration 
 

Holy, mighty and merciful Lord. . .now and forever.  Amen. 
 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, 
your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily 
bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save 
us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the 
power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 
Sit.   

To learn how we distribute communion, see the inside front cover. 
 

Communion Hymns 
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“The Angel Gabriel from Heaven Came”  #265 

“Now We Join in Celebration” #462 

 
Stand 

Post Communion Prayer 
 

We thank you, gracious Father, for this foretaste of the age to come 
when hunger is no more, and every heart is filled with joy. Send us now 
in the strength of this promise to spend our days as signs of hope for all 
creation, and as agents of your life-giving love in Jesus Christ, our Lord.  
Amen. 
 

ON OUR WAY 

A Final Word and Promise 

 

A Hymn 
 

“Joy to the World” #267 

A Mission 
 Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
 

Music as we leave “Joy to the World,”  
Handel, Arr. Martha Kelsey 

 
Advent Kyrie Text: Richard Claybaker; Music: John Eggert. Reprinted by permission of The Association of Lutheran Church Musicians.  

.Liturgy setting reproduced under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License SB131019SB131019;  “Come Sing, O Church, in Joy!”  
Text ©1989 Brian Dill. Used with permission with OneLicense #702571 
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SERVING TODAY 

Preaching Minister – Pr. Bridger 
 

Presiding Minister – Pr. Burce 
 

Assisting Ministers – Carl Herhuth (8:30); Janice Snyder (11:00) 
 

Lectors – Christa Turnbull (8:30); James Quayle (11:00) 
 

Communion Assistants – Allison Benson, Alan Parrott, Christa Turnbull 
(8:30); Melissa Hollander, James Quayle, Bob Zalac (11:00) 

 
Acolytes – De’Ante Furry, Kevin McLeeson (8:30);  

Kaitlyn Carlin, Adam Digney (11:00) 
 

Organist – Connie Triplett 
 

Cantors – Trudy Gustke (8:30); Brad Paton (11:00) 
 

Deacons – Ray Durban, Steve Turnbull (8:30);  
Sid Gator, Sue Zubin (11:00) 

 
Greeters— Wil & Geri Schuett (8:30); 

Marian Carpenter, Marilyn Sheerer (11:00) 
 

Ushers – Craig Jernigan, Steve Swanson (8:30); Grace Hessler, Sam 
Hessler, Luke Howes, Ariana Laurie, Ken Pillivant (11:00) 

 
Trustee – Carl Herhuth 

 
Altar Guild – Tiffany Advani, Martha Trapp 

 
Nursery – Jenna Cvijovic, Lori Cvijovic (11:00) 
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IN OUR PRAYERS 
 For those working this weekend, especially those in retail positions 

serving consumers 
 For the city, county, and state employees who will be working hard 

on behalf of others over the holidays 
 For Emerson Buskirk, Jodi Hoffman, Jane Hunger, Deaconess Ruth 

Mortensen, Dottie Juergens, and others who are under the care of 
physicians 

 For the family and friends of Felipa Romo (mother of Maria Geier) 
who died this past week 

 In thanksgiving & joy for the 12 Messiah shut-ins who were visited 
last Sunday afternoon!   And for those who went to carol & deliver 
cookies 

 

ALTAR FLOWERS ARE GIVEN 
In memory of Fran & Jane Pieper by their family 

 

THIS WEEK’S COMMEMORATIONS 

Dec. 26—ST. STEPHEN, the first Christian martyr, stoned for having 
challenged religious authorities in Jerusalem through his preaching 
of Christ. (Acts 6 & 7).   

Dec. 27—ST. JOHN, son of Zebedee, member of Jesus’ inner circle of 
disciples, and source or author of the Gospel and epistles that bear 
his name.   

Dec. 28—THE HOLY INNOCENTS, that is, the children of Bethlehem who 
were slaughtered by Herod in his effort to eliminate “the newborn 
king” (Matt. 2).   

 

GOD’S WORD FOR NEXT WEEK 

First Sunday of Christmas 
1 Samuel 2:18-20, 26; Psalm 148, Colossians 3:12-17; Luke 2:41-52 

We encourage you to read the lessons as part of your preparation for 
divine services. 
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